^ 03/22/2005 TOE 14:58 FAI 12489888363 CarlsoD. Gaskey & Olds 



@003/012 



Serial No. 1€/656S72 
$0,130.1720 
03MRAQ168 

AMENDMKNTfi TO THK Cl .ATM Jg* 

Please amend the claims as follows. This listing of claims will mplace all prior listings. 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A composite leaf spring comprising: 

a forward leaf spring segment comprising an arcuate segment extending therefrom, 
a rearward leaf sphng segment, said forward leaf sphng segment thicker in depth than 
said rearward leaf spring segment, said m^rwin-A i^nf ftpring QAom<>nT inninHRg n 

fiiihftfflririany platiar tnftmhftr rfsn^stant width anrf aaiH forwarfl Iftaf spring 
SRgTTip.nt in thtnnftr in wiHth thnn gntH rftarwarH l^af spring ^gmftnf ; and 

a mounting segment intermediate said forward leaf spring segment and said rearward leaf 
spring segment wherein said mounting segment includes a tapering width and an 
expanding depth such that any cross-section perpendicular to the mounting 
segment and within said mounting segment provides a singular cross-sectional 
shape. 

2. (CANCELLED) 

3. (ORIGINAL) The composite leaf spring as recited in claim 2 1, wherein any 
cross-section token perpendicular to the mounting segment and within said mounting segment 
defines a substantially equivalent cross-sectional area. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The composite leaf spring as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
forward leaf spring segment, said mounting segment and said rearward leaf spring segment 
define a non-linear member. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite leaf spring as recited in claim 1, 
wherein said arcuate segment defines a hook. 
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6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composUe leaf spring as recited in claim I, 
wherein said arcuate segment defines a bend of at least ninety degrees to said mounting segment. 

7. (CANCELLED) 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A suspension system comprising: 

a composite leaf spring comprising a forward leaf spring segment defining an arcuate 
segment, a rearward leaf spring segmenr indnding a snhstantially planar memher 
oLcrmsram width, and a mounting segment intermediate said forward leaf spring 
segment and said rearward leaf spring segment, said forward leaf spring segment 
is , thinner in width and tfiicker in depth than said rearward leaf spring segment, 
said mounting segment includes a tapering width and an expanding depth such 
that any cross-section perpendicular to the mounting segment and within said 
mounting segment provides a singular cross-sectional shape; and 

a forward attachment system comprising a retaining pin transverse to said composite leaf 
spring and engaged with said arcuate segment. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The suspension system as recited in claim 8, wherein said retaining 
pin comprises a shank at least partially surrounded by a resilient tube. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The suspension system as recited in claim 8. wherein said retaining 
pin comprises a threaded fastener. 

11. (ORIGINAL) The suspension system as recited in claim 8, wherein said retaining 
pin engages an inner arc of said arcuate segment. 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The smpension system as tecitcd in claim 11, further comprisiTig a 
bumper engaged with an outer arc of said arcuate segment to trap said arcuate segment 
therebetween. 

13. 0E*REVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The suspension system as recited in claim 12, 
wherein said bumper comprises an aicuate surface engaged with said outer arc of said arcuate 
segment. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The suspmsion system as recited in claim 13, wherein said bumper 
comprises a seipentine surface engaged to a complimentary fixed s^entine surface opposite 
said arcuate segment. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The suspension system as recited in claim 8, further comprising u 
tubular resilient member molded to said an inner arc of said arcuate segment. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The suspension system as recited in claim 8. further comprising a 
C-shaped bracket to retain said retaining pin. 

17-23. (CANCELED) 
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24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A suspension system comprising: 

a composite leaf spring comprising a forward leaf spring segment defining an arcuate 
segment, a rearward leaf spring segment, and a mounting segment intermediate 
said forward leaf spring segment and said rearward leaf spring segment; 

a forward attachment system comprising a retaining pin transverse to said composite leaf 
spring and engaged with said arcuate segmrat, said retaining pin engaged with an 
inner arc of said arcuate segment; and 

a bump^ engaged with an outer arc of said arcuate segment to trap said arcuate segment 
therebetween, said bumper includes an arcuate surface engaged with said outer arc 
of said arcuate segment and a serpentine surface engaged to a complimentary 
fixed serpentine surface opposite said arcuate segment. 

25. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A suspension system comprising: 

a composite leaf spring comprising a forward leaf spring segment defining an arcuate 
segment, a rearward leaf spring segment, and a mounting segment intermediate 
said forward leaf spring segment and said rearward leaf spring segment; 

a bracket defining an bracket opening to receive said arcuate segment; 

a retaining pin attached to said bracket transverse to said composite leaf spring and across 
said opening to engage an inner arc of said arcuate segment; 

a bumper retained within said bmcket and engaged with an outer arc of said arcuate 
segment to trap said arcuate segment between said bumper and said retaining pin, 
said bumper inducting a serpentine surface engaged to a complimentary fixed 
serpentine surface of said bracket. 

26-29. (CANCELED). 

30. (ETIEVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite leaf spring as recited in claim 8, 
wherein said arcuate member defines a hook. 
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31. (KUBVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite leaf spring as recited in claiin 8, 
wherein said arcuate member defines a- bend of at least ninety degrees relative to said mounting 
segment 

32-33. (CANCELED) 
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